
Maryland Institute College of Art
Bunting Center: Pinkard Gallery

Reception:  Friday, November 6, 5–7 pm

Alain Corbel
The Garden of Kongolote –  
Graphic Novel Project
Friday, October 23—Sunday, November 15, 2015

Silence de Neige

“A journey does not need reasons. Before long, it proves to be reason enough in itself. 
One thinks that one is going to make a journey, yet soon it is the journey that makes 
or unmakes you.”

Nicolas Bouvier in Khyber Pass.



I was born and brought up on a small farm on the 
north coast of Brittany in France, and this has had a 
major influence on my personal work. At that time, 
kids raised in farm were still enjoying endless spaces; 
in a streak of impetuosity they were going everywhere 
and they never thought that they would go for a 
dangerous journey. I keep bad habits from that time: 
a boundless curiosity and a craving for travel are the 
hallmarks of both my life and art.

I now travel, and carry with me the sense of place that 
I developed growing up on the farm.

Guinea Bissau, a small country in West Africa, once 
part of the kingdom of Gabu and the Mali Empire, 
was the main subject for a graphic novel I planned 

to do during my sabbatical leave. Having been there 
regularly since 2001, I know it very well and that 
appeals to me for several reasons. But my initial 
project ended up becoming something else and 
Mozambique became also part of the book project. 

Here is the reason: This family had only one table that 
was used for dining.

I needed a table for work, so I commissioned a 
carpenter to build me one. This never happened 
so I looked for other spaces to work. The garden 
surrounding the house was pretty sandy and it is 
very easy to find all sorts of objects in the streets in 
Maputo. So I began to make images using found 
objects; it is such a pleasure to create among other 
people while they go to their daily tasks! I sometimes 
felt as if I was taking handfuls of life from around me 
to putting it in my drawings. In fact, it was there that 
I realized that I should mix drawings, photos and text 
for this Graphic Novel Project.

The exhibition shows part of the raw material 
produced in Maputo, Mozambique, but also in Sao 
Tome & Principe, Cape Verde, and in Brittany, 
France.

Alain Corbel, 2015

A Sesta

The Work of War, by Martin Kimani



Mahotas Studio

Facamata, the Medicine Man

Sussurrar, the Holy Man Cacilda, the Guardian of the Garden of Kongolote



Founded in 1826, Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) is the oldest continuously degree-granting college of art and design in the nation. The College enrolls nearly 3,500 BFA, MFA, MA, 
MA/MBA, MAT, MPS, and continuing studies students from 49 states and 65 countries in fine arts, design, electronic media, art education, liberal arts, professional studies degrees, and non-
credit programs. With art and design programs ranked in the top 10 by U.S. News & World Report, MICA is pioneering interdisciplinary approaches to innovation, research, and community 
and social engagement. Alumni and programming reach around the globe, even as MICA remains a cultural cornerstone in the Baltimore/Washington region, hosting hundreds of exhibitions 
and events annually by students, faculty, and other established artists.
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Kongolote: Also called Bicho de mil patas 
– Maria-Café: It’s just is a friendly African 
Millipede that draws beautifully.

Blood Flow Binayvanga Wainaina in Granta


