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Aubrey Longley-Cook with Nathan Sharratt, RuPaul Cross Stitch Animation Workshop (Frame 20), 2013. Thread and Aida cloth, stills from video animation, 
front view. Collection of Leslie-Lohman Museum, gift of the artist.

Presented at MICA, organized 
by the Leslie-Lohman Museum 
of Gay and Lesbian Art



Maria E. Piñeres, Bona Fide! (In Good Faith!), 2013. Cotton floss on plastic, mounted on wood panel, 24 x 23 in. Courtesy of the artist and Walter Maciel 
Gallery, Los Angeles.



top left: Aaron McIntosh, Road to 
Tennessee, 2015. Digital textile print 
of enlarged gay erotica, vintage 
fabrics, batting, thread, and quilting. 
71 x 54 in. Courtesy of the artist. 
Photo by Nick Clifford Simko.

top right: Athi-Patra Ruga, Castrato 
as [the] Revolution, 2010. Wool and 
tapestry thread on tapestry canvas, 
50 x 34 in. Private collection, courtesy 
of the artist and whatiftheworld 
Gallery, Cape Town. Photo by 
Hayden Phipps.

bottom: Chiachio and Giannone, 
La Familia en la Fontana di Trevi, 
2011. Hand embroidery with 
cotton thread on fabric, 43 x 67 in. 
Courtesy of the artists and Ruth 
Benzacar Gallery, Buenos Aires, 
and School Gallery, Paris. Photo by 
Daniel Kiblisky.



Queer Threads presents 26 artists from four 
continents who are remixing fiber and textile 
traditions and materials to explore contemporary 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
identities and ideas. Loaded with gender 
connotations, feminist herstories, and tactile 
experiences, handicrafts such as crochet, 
embroidery, knitting, macramé, quilting, and 
sewing provide a fitting platform for examining 
tastes, roles, and relationships socialized within 
and around gay and lesbian culture, as well 
as the bodies, cultures, and spaces that shape 
us. While several high profile fiber exhibitions 
nationwide have included work by lgbtq artists, 
Queer Threads’ 2014 debut at the Leslie-Lohman 
Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art in New York 
City—the first art museum in the world with a 
mission to exhibit and preserve lgbtq art, and 
foster the artists who create it—marked one 
of the first to expressly examine contemporary 
queer fiber art practices. 

Dating as early as 1955 and recent as 2015, 
these collected works position queerness 
within the history of domestic crafts and fiber 
arts. Likewise, two of the oldest works in 
the exhibition frame two ways of seeing and 
making. First, the finely executed portraits of 
artists like Chiachio and Giannone, Rebecca 
Levi, and Maria E. Piñeres can be tied to Allen 
Porter’s 1955 needlepoint, notable for its 
intricate craft technique and remarkable for its 
gay content given the era in which it was made. 

In contrast, Harmony Hammond’s 1971 piece, 
Girdle, has ushered a merging or queering 
of fiber craft and abstract painting. Through 
the grid of a hand-crocheted net, Hammond 
pulled strips of fabric, collected from female 
friends and dipped in acrylic, as a kind of brush 
stroke. Fast forward to James Gobel’s painting 
with felt, Aaron McIntosh’s deconstruction of 
traditional quilting patterns, or Buzz Slutzky’s 
reconfiguring and decorating existing textiles: 
queer artists today are finding a sense of agency 
by deconstructing traditional craft techniques, 
un-finishing or unraveling of stitches, and 
repurposing found materials and craft supplies.

Although all of the featured artists are lgbtq-
identified or allies, not all of the content 
explicitly is—and that’s perfectly queer in this 
context. As queer craft scholar Julia Bryan-
Wilson has noted, “Craft objects, like queer 
desires, are multiple…they refuse to be any one 
thing.” By breaking through binaries of art and 
craft, male and female, and gay and straight, 
this exhibition questions homonormativity, 
embraces difference, and celebrates the hand-
made. By experimenting with thread and 
employing craft techniques to tell their stories, 
the featured artists fulfill legendary textile artist 
Anni Albers’ 1959 manifesto to “let threads be 
articulate.” Inclusive, adaptive, and responsive to 
both the gallery space and sociopolitical climate, 
Queer Threads aims to let threads articulate 
queer differences. 

J O H N C H A I C H, C U R A T O R

Chris Bogia
Melanie Braverman
Jai Andrew Carrillo
Chiachio and Giannone
Liz Collins
Ben Cuevas
Pierre Fouché

James Gobel
Sabrina Gschwandtner
Harmony Hammond
Jesse Harrod
Larry Krone
Rebecca Levi
Aubrey Longley-Cook

Aaron McIntosh
Allyson Mitchell
John Thomas Paradiso
Sheila Pepe 
Maria E. Piñeres
Allen Porter

L.J. Roberts 
Athi-Patra Ruga 
Sonny Schneider 
Buzz Slutzky 
Nathan Vincent 
Jessica Whitbread



top: Harmony Hammond, Girdle, 
1971. Acrylic on cloth, 52.25 x 
53 in. Collection of Beth Rudin 
DeWoody, Courtesy of the artist 
and Garth Greenan Gallery, New 
York. © Harmony Hammond/
Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY

bottom left: John Thomas Paradiso, 
Pink Leather Pansies, 2015. Quilting 
thread on leather with wood 
embroidery hoop, 15.5 x 14.5 x 1.5 in. 
Courtesy of the artist. Photo by Pete 
Duvall at Anything Photographic, 
Inc.

bottom right: Rebecca Levi, Two 
Ladies, 2007. Cotton floss and 
cotton fabric, 20 x 20 in. Courtesy of 
the artist. Photo by Zoe Diamont.



Artists Talk
Saturday, December 12, 2015
1-3 pm, Fox Building: Decker Gallery

Conversation with Chiachio and Giannone,  
Liz Collins, Sheila Pepe, and Nathan Vincent.

Queer Threads, Common Ties:  
An Intersectional Dialogue 
Thursday, February 4, 2016
7–9 pm, Fox Building: Decker Gallery
Sponsored by the MICA Fiber department

Discussion with MICA fiber faculty and  
Baltimore artist-activists.

Queer Threads Unraveled:  
A Roundtable Discussion 
Sunday, February 7, 2016
1–3 pm, Brown Center, room 320

Discussion with Julia Bryan-Wilson, PhD (University 
of California, Berkeley); Anne Cvetkovich, PhD 
(University of Texas at Austin); and MICA fiber 
faculty Aaron McIntosh and Kristine Woods. Co-
moderated by curator John Chaich and Jeanne 
Vaccaro, PhD (Indiana University Bloomington).

Invasive: Amassing Southern LGBTQ Stories
Saturday, February 14, 2016, noon–6 pm. 
Brown Center: Leidy Atrium
Presented with support from the  
Center for Craft Creativity and Design

Hands-on fiber project with featured artist and MICA 
fiber faculty Aaron McIntosh.

American Craft Council & MICA Speaker Series:  
Elissa Auther, Museum of Arts & Design, NYC
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
6–8 pm, Lazarus Center Auditorium
Presented by MICA Fiber Department and  
the American Craft Council
Lecture by author of String, Felt, Thread: The Hierarchy of 
Art and Craft in American Art.

Artist Lecture: Harmony Hammond 
Date, time, and location TBD 
Co-presented by MICA Critical Studies, Exhibitions, Fiber, 
and Painting departments
Lecture on queer abstraction, content, and materiality. 

Artists Talk 
Saturday, March 5, 2016
1–3 pm, Fox Building: Decker Gallery
Conversation with Rebecca Levi, Aaron McIntosh, and 
John Thomas Paradiso.

Founded in 1826, Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) is the oldest continuously degree-granting college of art and design in the 
nation. The College enrolls nearly 3,500 BFA, MFA, MA, MA/MBA, MAT, MPS, and continuing studies students from 49 states and 65 
countries in fine arts, design, electronic media, art education, liberal arts, professional studies degrees, and non-credit programs. With art 
and design programs ranked in the top 10 by U.S. News & World Report, MICA is pioneering interdisciplinary approaches to innovation, 
research, and community and social engagement. Alumni and programming reach around the globe, even as MICA remains a cultural 
cornerstone in the Baltimore/Washington region, hosting hundreds of exhibitions and events annually by students, faculty, and other 
established artists.

The Leslie-Lohman Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art is the first and only dedicated gay and lesbian art museum in the world with a mission 
to exhibit and preserve gay and lesbian art, and foster the artists who create it. The Museum has a permanent collection of over 24,000 
objects, 6-8 major exhibitions annually, artist talks, film screenings, readings, THE ARCHIVE - a quarterly art newsletter, a membership 
program, and a research library. The Leslie-Lohman Museum is operated by the Leslie/Lohman Gay Art Foundation, Inc, a non-profit 
founded in 1987 by Charles W. Leslie and Fritz Lohman, who have supported gay and lesbian artists for over 30 years. The Leslie-Lohman 
Museum embraces the rich creative history of the gay and lesbian art community by educating, informing, inspiring, entertaining, and 
challenging all who enter its doors. www.leslielohman.org

©2015 Maryland Institute College of Art. Images provided by the artists.

All events are free and open to the public.
For updates: follow QueerThreads on Twitter and Instagram,  
like QTExhibition on Facebook, or visit www.queerthreads.net.


