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As far back as I can 
remember, the phenom-
ena we see in nature 
and its influence on the 
imagination has driven 
the majority of work I 
create. The metaphors 
that can come with this 
often exceed any object 
making by integrating 
into thoughts on how we 
communicate as human 
beings.

The work in the Pinkard 
Gallery is a response 
to totemic formations 
in specific cultures I’ve 
become a part of, witness 
and or studied to some 
degree over the years. 
Ancestry, land, sea and 
sky all create a depth of 
interest for building the 
forms or references in 
this installation. Noted 
are the Tellum peoples of 
the Bandiagara  
Escarpment in Mali, 
a late 1930’s family 
archived image of my 
mother and grandfather 
on the plains of the 
Texas Panhandle and a 
photograph taken of an 
after diving warming 
site of the Haenyeo or 
“sea women” known for 
their dives for shellfish 
on Jejudo Island in South 
Korea.

–Fletcher Mackey
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