
 

Adjunct Faculty Professional Development Fund 
Spring 2020 
 
The Adjunct Faculty Professional Development Fund was established specifically as 
part of the Collective Bargaining Agreement between MICA and SEIU Local 500. This 
fund is designed to support opportunities that advance the teaching practices, artistic 
practices, and scholarship of the adjunct faculty within the college. The Spring 2020 
Adjunct Faculty Professional Development Fund received 37 applications, of which 7 
were awarded. The following proposals have received funding. 
 
 
Natura: She Grows 
Laura Amussen 
Open Studies Pre-College 
  
As sculptor-in-residence, Laura Amussen will produce two site-specific installations at 
Ladew Topiary Gardens. While exploring Ladew Topiary Gardens, Amussen was 
reminded of Mother Nature’s unwieldy propensity to consume unattended structures. 
In the oval library, ivy creeps through a grate on the floor, threatening to overtake the 
gaming table and side chairs. One can imagine the ivy swallowing these relics whole as 
Mother Nature creates topiaries of Her own.  
 
Amussen’s piece Infiltration brings this playful fantasy to life. Artificial ivy spreads 
across the floor and over the furniture, leaving visible only traces of the structures 
beneath. Taking cues from Infiltration, but also inspired by the follys and topiaries 
found in the gardens, Oval Library Topiary Folly delightfully brings the inside out, a 
merger of landscape and architecture. This project was awarded $1,000.00 in funds. 
 
 
Society for Photographic Education National Conference 
Adam David Bencomo 
First Year Experience (FYE) 
  
Adam David Bencomo will be attending the Society for Photographic Education (SPE) 
Conference representing MICA as an educator and a member of the LGBTQ Caucus of 
SPE. As a member of the LGBTQ Caucus through SPE, Bencomo acts as an advocate 
of finding avenues for queer people in the photographic, education, and artistic realms 
of society whether it be for art exhibitions, employment, or mentorship.  They work 
closely with a small group of people in the caucus serving as the socialmedia 

 



 

co-coordinator and as a mentorship team member.  This organization has been an 
avenue for Bencomo as a queer artist and educator, and  As a leader in the LGBTQ 
Caucus and community, they are looking to continue to mentor and help others thrive. 
This project was awarded $1,000.00 in funds. 
 
 
I'll Be Back 
Phaan Howng 
First Year Experience (FYE) 
  
Displaced from nature, cultivated and transplanted by humans, placed into a 
domesticated or office environment through monetary exchange–houseplants 
epitomize our relationships with the natural environment in the Anthropocene epoch. 
Phaan Howng’s solo show, I’ll Be Back at Practice Gallery in Philadelphia, PA, 
questions why we as humans try to control nature, forcing plants to serve as objects 
that range from décor, to hobbies, to pets.  I’ll Be Back’s narrative focuses on 
houseplants who have an awakening in an apocalyptic future and want to destroy the 
trappings of humans and the domestic environment through violent revolt. These 
plants evolve into lethal weapons and travel back in time to destroy all humans and 
save their world. This project was awarded $1,000.00 in funds. 
 
 
Association of Writers & Writing Programs (AWP) Conference 
Michelle Mariano 
Humanistic Studies 
  
Michelle Mariano requested funds to attend the 2019 Association of Writers and 
Writing Programs (AWP) annual conference, to be held in San Antonio, Texas, on 
March 4-7, 2020. As a humanistic studies instructor teaching the creative writing 
course Genre Experiments (CWRT 209) for the first time in Fall 2020, Mariano expects 
that attending this conference will contribute to her professional development through 
educational panels that will help me keep abreast of current topics and trends of both 
creative writing pedagogy and scholarship. This project was awarded $1,000.00 in 
funds. 
 
 
   



 

Great Hill Road 
Margaret Rorison 
Curatorial Practice MFA | First Year Experience (FYE) 
  
Great Hill Road is a 16mm film that explores memory, ageing, and the relations 
between a mother and daughter across generations. The film incorporates hand 
processing techniques and intimate footage of Rorison's grandmother and mother. All 
footage will be shot with a hand-cranked 16mm Bolex camera, incorporating in-camera 
editing techniques. This project was awarded $700.08 in funds. 
 
 
Waves and Roots of Home 
Erin Treacy 
Graduate Studies- Professional Development 
  
Erin Treacy is interested in how our environment depicts time through layers of growth 
and decay, and how this can serve as visual metaphor for our own internal worlds. 
Both are in constant states of change–morphing and diverging to meet the needs of 
the present situation. 
  
She has been invited by the Long Island Arts Council at Freeport to present an 
immersive art installation in their 150 square foot gallery located at the Freeport 
Recreation Center. The installation will be on view March 1 – April 30, 2020. This 
project was awarded $1,000.00 in funds. 
 
 
Institute of American Indian Arts Course 
Dare Turner 
Graphic Design 
  
Dare Turner will be attending the Institute of American Indian Arts to take a course on 
Native art. Turner will learn about Native art history at an institution run entirely by 
Native faculty in support of her work at MICA, where she lectures on Native design 
within the Graphic Design major. This project was awarded $663.50 in funds. 
 


