
Adjunct Faculty Professional Development Fund
Spring 2021

The Adjunct Faculty Professional Development Fund was established specifically as
part of the Collective Bargaining Agreement between MICA and SEIU Local 500. This
fund is designed to support opportunities that advance the teaching practices, artistic
practices, and scholarship of the adjunct faculty within the college. The Spring 2021
Adjunct Faculty Professional Development Fund received 16 applications, of which 7
were awarded. The following proposals have received funding.

Oral History School Weekend Mini-Intensive
Tanya Denise Garcia
Film and Video

Tanya Garcia will attend an online intensive workshop hosted by the Oral History Summer
School. The hands-on workshop will cover oral history theory, methods, and practices while
addressing interview techniques, recording tutorials, ethics, memory, annotation, and
experimental outcomes. Garcia will apply these skills towards revisiting her homeland of Puerto
Rico where she will be developing projects that reconcile the relationship between land, body,
and memory using time-based media. This project was awarded $799.95 in funds.

Pro-Gressional Practices For the Visual Artist
Phaan Howng
First Year Experience (FYE) | Photographic & Electronic Media MFA

The pandemic has unearthed the many systemic issues of the commercial art world, leaving
many artists left to wonder how they can sustain their practice in a post-Covid future. However,
Covid has presented a chance for artists to develop new solutions to age-old
problems–opening creative and intersectional conversations regarding alternative ways of
producing, collaborating, and marketing. Howng will research these new artist business models
by attending workshops provided by progressive creative organizations. This research will
inform Howng on what tools and ideas creatives beyond MICA are exploring to thrive amidst
Covid. These practices then can be adopted to empower her students with the latest
professional practices information. This project was awarded $484.00 in funds.



Unpeeling the Orange Empire
Suzy Kopf
Drawing

Suzy Kopf is using her award to examine the advertising tactics of the American citrus industry
from its origins in the late 19th century through the midcentury of the 20th. Dominating land
ownership and the agricultural economies of our first and third most populous states–California
and Florida–citriculture, and the orange specifically, have become embedded in the US’s
cultural identity, despite its problematic labor practices and catastrophic environmental impact.
Inspired by archival investigation, Kopf will use her funds towards the development of visual
artwork that responds to these surprisingly complicated stand-ins for utopia. This project was
awarded $1,000.00 in funds.

Demigoddess
Normandie Luscher
Illustration

Normandie Luscher received funding for equipment to assist in creating professional-level
works in the form of graphic novels and children’s books, specifically her current in progress
work, Demigoddess–a YA graphic novel. Demigoddess is the coming of age story of a college
student named Demi who reckons with the fact that she has been sexually assaulted. The story
walks through trauma and recovery while also incorporating humorous slice of life subplots and
fantastical characters. This award will enable Normandie to purchase a professional-level large
bed scanner to scan larger images at a quality level for final publication. This project was
awarded $1,000.00 in funds.

Paper Piecing Gemstone Gown
Marla Parker
Fiber

Marla Parker will create a completely hand-sewn gown using the English paper-piecing
method.  Rather than being patterned and cut from yardage, this gown will be hand-pieced in
sections to create a custom fit and distinctive surface. The pieced blocks will be engineered to
look like sparkling gemstones by utilizing multiple shades of fabric.  THrough this project, Marla
will support and build relationships with local natural dyers by commissioning custom-dyed
fabric to be pieced for the creation of the gemstone blocks. This project was awarded $859.00
in funds.



The Swing
Jackie Ross
Animation

The Swing is a traditional hand drawn animation about the joy and connection a child has with
the tree outside his home, and what happens when they weather a storm. It explores the theme
of loss and hope, as many have during this year of Covid-19. Jackie Ross will draw each frame
with paper and pencil, color and scan them into the computer, and digitally compile them for
the final animation. This project was awarded $1,000.00 in funds.

Digital Preservation Course
Hannah Tardie
Interactive Arts

Hannah Tardie plans to use the digital preservation course (a graduate course offered within the
Digital Curation and Preservation certificate at the University of Maine) to inform their work as
an archivist, teacher, scholar, and artist. Tardie currently works as an archivist for SloMoCo
2021, an experimental iteration of the Movement and Computing conference supported by
Arizona State University and Aarhus University. Tardie’s engagement with archival footage as a
Media Researcher for the Multi Species Worldbuilding Lab initially piqued their interest in digital
preservation. Tardie sees the course supplementing these two professional endeavors while
complementing their scholarship on digital media and electronics production. This project was
awarded $1,000.00 in funds.


