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Marcella Brenner Grants for Faculty Research Development fund projects that 
contribute to the faculty member's professional, artistic, or scholarly research and 
development. The Faculty Grants Committee meets to review Marcella Brenner Grant 
applications and recommends to the Provost a ranked slate of proposals for grant 
awards on the basis of the evaluation criteria. 
 

 
Firmin DeBrabander 
Humanistic Studies 

 
Firmin delivered a talk at the 2016 American Political Science Association meeting in 
Philadelphia on "Gun Rights and the Rule of Law," a paper in progress, to be 
published in an upcoming anthology. This project received $567.36 in funding.  
 
 
Jay Gould 
Photography 

 

Jay Gould has requested Marcella Brenner Faculty Research Development funds in 
order to purchase materials that will be used to complete and frame new work for a 
January 2017 solo exhibition taking place at the Julio Fine Arts Gallery at Loyola 
University. This project received $1,000 in funding. 

 
 

Nadia Hironaka 
Film and Video 

 
Having completed a short film featuring the conceptual work of radical Italian 
architecture collective Superstudio, Nadia Hironaka and collaborator Matthew Suib 
have continued their creative and critical inquiry into the group––working towards a 
larger, multi-faceted project. This project comprises a short-feature film-essay along 
with experimental and moving-image based installations all of which consider the 
roles of cinema and architecture, and the manipulation of images and space in 
shaping popular narratives and social behavior. The project is deeply informed by the 
art, craft and history of filmmaking, and its use as a tool for social transformation. This 
project received $1,750 in funding. 



Jennie Hirsh 
Art History | Critical Studies 

 

Jennie Hirsh’s project focuses on the Italian pavilions at the Chicago (1933-34) and 
New York World's Fairs (1939-40). While Adalberto Libera and Mario de Renzi's 
pavilion in Chicago featured a strikingly futurist form that celebrated Italo Balbo's 
famous transatlantic flight in 1933, Michele Busira Vici's New York structure harkened 
back to the past, incorporating various ancient architectural elements. The resulting 
essay from this work considers how Italy utilized these fairs to publicize its dual 
identity as both a modern state and a revived ancient empire, and grows out of her 
manuscript titled Transmissions of Fascism: Broadcasting, Bonifica and the Built 

Environment . This project received $878.10 in funding. 
 
 

LaToya M. Hobbs 
Foundation | Drawing 

 
LaToya M. Hobbs is a guest panelist for Black Portraiture III: Reinventions: Strains of 

Histories and Cultures , an international conference hosted by the University of 
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa and sponsored in part by the Hutchins 
Center for African & African American Research, Harvard University and Tisch School 
of the Arts Department of Photography & Imaging, NYU. Hobbs will present a 
research paper entitled: Beautiful Uprising: Contemporary Representations of the 

Black Female Body  which examines the imaging of the Black female body from a 
historical and modern-day perspective. This project received $2,000 in funding. 
 
 
Allan Moore 
Film and Video 

 

Over 35 years ago Allen Moore completed a documentary film about the daily life of a 
traditional shepherding community in the Outer Hebrides of Scotland. In 1978 and 
1979 he shot a total of 15 hours of 16mm color film there. During his sabbatical year, 
Allen traveled back to this island to document the changes this community has 
experienced, now in the 21st century. He gathered over 50 hours of digital video 
material from 6 weeks of shooting in May and August of 2016. Allen is now in the 
process of editing together this old and new material. This project received $1,950 in 
funding. 

 
 

Valeska Populoh 
Fiber 

 
Valeska Populoh will tour “The Holey Land”, a show about environmental injustice 
and community power, to cities in the Northeast in December 2016. She will also 
build props for the play “Last House Standing,” written and directed by cultural 



organizer and theater artist Sheila Gaskins, about communities affected by I-70, aka 
“The Highway to Nowhere”, in west Baltimore. Both shows engage and educate 
audiences about specific, place-based histories that yield lessons about community 
organizing in response to environmental and social injustice. The projects are part of 
Valeska’s ongoing research into the relationships between cultural organizing, 
popular education, and storytelling. This project received $593.97 in funding. 
 
 
Jann Rosen-Queralt 
Community Arts (MFA) | Interdisciplinary Sculpture 

 
Jann Rosen-Queralt requested funds to cover expenses incurred in the fabrication of 
artwork that was recently shown in “Intricate Observations x2”, a two-person 
exhibition at the Silber Gallery on the Goucher College campus in Maryland this fall. 
The exhibit highlighted UNSUNG HEROES, an ongoing body of work that 
contemplates saltwater and freshwater macro-invertebrates, their role as indicator 
species in water quality assessment and their position within global water ecology. 
Focusing on aquatic environments and macro invertebrates brings attention to marine 
network dynamics. This project received $982.74 in funding. 
 
  
Raél Jero Salley 
Art History | Theory and Criticism 

 
Raél Salley requested funds to support research on a book manuscript How to Color 

in the Dark .  This book project illuminates the critical contribution and cultural 
significance of one of America’s most prolific contemporary artists, Kerry James 
Marshall’s (b.1955). It analyzes his paintings, photographs, sculptures, graphics, 
writings and conceptual art, addressing them as lenses through which to see and 
understand major conceptual challenges in contemporary art and visual culture. 
These challenges include the impact of race and racialized thinking on visuality in art, 
culture and society. In ways that remain largely unseen, Marshall’s artwork subverts 
critics’ outdated methods for explaining art’s impact on society and society’s impact 
on art. This project received $1,750 in funding. 
 
 
Ruth E. Toulson 
Humanistic Studies 

 

Ruth E. Toulson, Humanistic Studies, will present a paper at the British Sociological 
Association Annual Symposium (Sheffield, England, December 2nd, 2016). Her paper 
is drawn from her new research project, Design for Death: Sustainable Disposition in 

the 21st Century Metropolis , which examines the problem of what to do with the dead 
in overcrowded world cities. Given rapidly depleted cemetery space, increasing urban 
populations, and the acute environmental toll of both burial and cremation, alternative 
funerary practices are inevitable. This new research considers exactly what form such 
practices might take. This project received $1,554 in funding. 




