
Downloading E-Books (PC/MAC) 

The following are required before you can download an e-book from the EBSCO database. 

EBSCO personal account 

Adobe ID 

Adobe® Digital Editions 1.7.1 or higher is required for offline viewing. This free software can 
be downloaded from http://www.adobe.com/products/digital-editions/download.html. 

The EBSCO personal account allows you to “check out” the book, Adobe Digital Editions is the 
software application that you use to read the downloaded book. The Adobe ID verifies your 
access to the book. 

EBSCO Personal Account 

To download e-books from the EBSCO e-book collection to your personal computer, you will 
need to set up an EBSCO personal account. You can do this from any EBSCO database screen. 

To set up a personal account: 

1. Click the Sign In in the top toolbar of the screen. 
2. From the Sign In Screen, click the Create a new Account link.  

 

3. The Create a New Account Screen appears with Personal Account entered in the Account 
Type field. Fill in the fields on the Create a New Account Screen. When you have 
completed the fields, click Save Changes.  



 

4. If all the information was accepted, a message appears that provides your user name and 
password. Click OK. You will be automatically logged in as a personal user. You should 
note the user name and password you created so you can log in at a future session.  

If you have forgotten your password, you can submit your user name to retrieve your password. 

Create an Adobe ID 

Create an Adobe Digital Editions ID at the following link: 

https://www.adobe.com/cfusion/membership/index.cfm?nf=1&nl=1&loc=en_us  

 

To install Adobe Digital Editions: 

1. Click the Download Now link found on the page linked above.  
2. Select Install. 
3. Select Yes. 
4. Follow prompts until installation is complete. 

Note: If you have trouble, use these solutions from Adobe provided in this Tech Note: 
http://helpx.adobe.com/digital-editions/kb/cant-install-digital-editions.html  



Downloading to Adobe Digital Editions 

Once you have established an EBSCO personal account, registered an Adobe ID, and 
downloaded Adobe Digital Editions, you are ready to download an e-book.  

1. Search for an e-book in either the library catalog or the e-book databases. 

2. Sign in to your personal account. 

3. Click the “Download (Offline) link. 

 

 

(If you forgot to sign in to your EBSCO personal account you will be prompted to do so at this 
point.) 

4. Click “Checkout & Download” 

 



5. You will see a message indicating that you have successfully downloaded the e-book. 

 

6. You will then be prompted to open or save the download. Click “OK” 

 

7. The e-book will open in Adobe Digital Editions for viewing. You can access the e-book from 
the Adobe Digital Editions application on your computer, even if you are not connected to the 
internet. 

8. When the checkout period has expired, you will no longer be able to access the e-book from 
Adobe Digital Editions. You can download the e-book again if you wish.  


