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F-1 and J-1 Student Late Arrival Policy 
 
If students cannot arrive by the program start date (first day of classes), International Education strongly 
advises they defer attendance to the following semester.  
 
Students accept the risk that entry could be denied and that MICA cannot control this process.   If a 
student is denied entry to the US, it is his/her/their responsibility to pay all related travel costs.   
 
New Students 
 
US immigration regulations allow new F or J students to enter the US up to 30 days prior to but no later 
than the program start date listed on the I-20 or DS-2019.  These regulations also require all new F and 
J students to attend orientation.  MICA is responsible for making sure the content of the orientation 
meets regulations and attendance is documented. 
 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) at US airports might allow students to enter past the program 
start date listed on their I-20s or DS-2019s, but entry is at their discretion.  In addition, it is often 
stressful and not possible to settle in appropriately or meet all visa and academic requirements if 
arriving late, such as attending orientations and classes.  The inability to meet all of these requirements 
can jeopardize a student’s F-1 or J-1 status. 
 
Current Students 
 
Current F and J students are also required to be on campus by the first day of classes for each semester.  
 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) at US airports might allow students to enter after classes have 
started, but entry is at their discretion.  Students should be aware that the Office of International 
Education will not update the student’s record in the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System 
(SEVIS) until the student is physically on campus.     
 
Late arriving students are required to maintain a full course load (minimum 12 credits) throughout the 
semester.  Reduced course loads will not be approved for any student likely to receive poor grades or 
fail classes due to late arrival. 
 
If a student is encountering an issue with arriving by the program start date, he/she/they will need to 
notify the appropriate Vice Provost office.  Students should understand that individual faculty members 
cannot grant permission for late arrivals due to institutional visa compliance and attendance 
requirements.  Undergraduate students should contact the Office of Undergraduate Studies 



(ugstudies@mica.edu).  Graduate students should contact the Office of Graduate Studies 
(graduatestudies@mica.edu).  Note that each office may have certain staff designated to work with 
orientation and student arrivals.   Students should ask for a direct contact when e-mailing the office and  
make sure they receive a response.  Students cannot assume that sending one e-mail is sufficient 
communication for a late arrival.  
 
If a student decides to attempt late entry into the country after notifying the Office of Undergraduate 
Studies or the Office of Graduate Studies, the student must also email the following offices immediately: 
 
1.   Office of International Education (internationaleducation@mica.edu) - To set up a check in 

appointment and immigration orientation meeting (new students).  To communicate a late arrival 
and provide updates on the student’s late status (current students). 

2. For new first year or transfer undergraduate students: Center for Student Engagement 
(studentengagement@mica.edu) - To schedule an orientation make-up session. 

3.   For new graduate students: Graduate Studies (graduatestudies@mica.edu) - To schedule an 
orientation make-up session. 

4.    For new or current students living in campus housing: Residence Life (residencelife@mica.edu) 
 
It is a new student’s obligation to work with these offices to schedule and attend required orientation 
sessions within a reasonable time after arriving on campus.  It is a current student’s obligation to keep 
International Education and the Academic Adviser fully informed of the student’s arrival status and 
enrollment in classes.     
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