
The Grant for Faculty Research and Creative Development
Spring 2022

The Grant for Faculty Research and Creative Development provides funding up to
$5,000 to support larger-scale artistic and scholarly projects, research travel and stay
for academic or creative work, and bodies of work with significant material expenses.
Additionally, this grant can help faculty initiate projects with significant time
requirements through a course substitution. There were 17 applications this Spring, 6
of which were able to be supported.

The Sands Upon the Shore: Joan Rivière and the Society for Psychical Research
Mikita Brottman
Humanistic Studies

The Sands Upon the Shore is an interdisciplinary research project that re-situates Joan
Verrall Rivière (1883-1962) in the history of psychoanalysis. Rivière was Freud’s
preferred English translator, and a founder of the British Psycho-Analytical Society. She
was also Freud’s patient, and one of the first female psychoanalysts. Significantly,
Rivière was introduced to Freud’s work through her aunt and uncle, who were
co-founders of the Society for Psychical Research. The book will use literary history
and hermeneutics to interrogate the cross-pollination between Freud and Rivière, of
ideas about inter-psychic communication. This project was awarded a course
substitution.

Experience Design Book
Abraham Burickson
Graphic Design MFA | Interactive Arts

In a playful, accessible, visually-engaging format, the Experience Design Book lays out
ten basic principles for the emerging practices of experience design. The book, which
is to be published by Yale University Press in the Fall of 2023, lays the conceptual
groundwork for designers in any field to understand the experiential context and
potential of their work. Examining case studies from the arts to education to social
movements, and topics from worldbuilding to interactive narrative to decolonization,
the book outlines a set of practices that offer designer and audience alike the
possibility of radical transformation. This project was awarded $4,565.00.



Living Organisms: The Intersection of Traditional Craft and Emerging Technology
Annet Couwenberg
Fiber

The Unstable Design Lab in the Atlas Institute at the University of Colorado has invited
Annet Couwenberg to generate woven cloth embedded with soft circuitry that wil
animate origami sculptures. Creating prototypes that invoke 'living organisms' through
prototypes that she has designed to respond to the body’s motion through the
stimulation of programmed Arduinos–causing them to unfold and expand. By
combining motion with a circuit using conductive threads, Annet will change the
meaning and function of cloth and introduce a new–exciting–interactive component
that will transform into dynamic sculptures. This project was awarded $335.50.

Centroid Towns
Nate Larson
Photography

Centroid Towns is an anthology documentary project using photography, oral history
interviews, and local archive research to study the twenty-five cities that have been the
mean population center of the United States. The project puts a face to statistical data,
chronicling these towns and their inhabitants to illuminate the ongoing social and
political transformation of America. The project is long-term and ongoing, unfolding in
chapters documenting project cities over an extended period of time. Nate has
completed six chapters and will put funding towards completing the seventh and
eighth chapters. This project was awarded $335.50.

NAN VANT SOLÈY LA / IN THE BELLY OF THE SUN
Abigail Lucien
Interdisciplinary Sculpture

NAN VANT SOLÈY LA / IN THE BELLY OF THE SUN is an interdisciplinary body of
work comprised of nine new mixed-media sculptures and a corresponding
perfect-bound publication. Debuting in late February 2022 at Deli Gallery in New York,
each of the nine sculptures addresses themes of home, (be)longing, legibility, futurity,
(im)migration, and place as they relate to a contemporary Haitian-American diasporic
perspective.



Created in tandem with the nine new sculptures, Abigai Lucienl will be collaborating
with GenderFail Press NY to publish a parallel series of creative nonfiction essays and
poems that consider the playful and purposeful self-actualization of a bicultural queer
identity through poetry and the printed image. This project was awarded $5,000.00.

Mind the Gap: Mapping the Equity Gap in Baltimore's Environmental Resources
Katie O'Meara
Architectural Design | First Year Experience (FYE)

Mind the Gap is essential mapping work to ensure Baltimore’s new investments in
environmental infrastructure are designed and implemented to rectify the entrenched
social disparities in the city’s distribution of essential resources. Green resources:
forest patches, stewarded social space, and available outdoor recreation space, should
be readily available to all residents in the city, but the current spatial distribution of
these essential resources is highly polarized.

This mapping project will document the current bias of the city’s green resources and
identify a series of sites for new green infrastructure projects in Baltimore to increase
equity in the spatial distribution of the city’s green space for social and environmental
uses. This project was awarded a course substitution.

The Cambridge Handbook of the Anthropology of Death
Ruth E. Toulson
Humanistic Studies

Since 2020, death has dominated headlines across the globe. In the US, COVID-19’s
rapid spread coincided with an eruption of public protest over police violence against
black and brown bodies. It is in this context that we write: in order to ask what
anthropology—uniquely positioned through its emphasis on long-term
fieldwork—offers as means to ask deeper questions about death and dying. The award
will allow Ruth E. Toulson, with her co-editor Sarah Wagner to complete The
Cambridge Handbook of the Anthropology of Death, a state-of-the-field publication
containing thirty timely original chapters by scholars whose work defines–and
challenges–the field and spans the globe. This project was awarded a course
substitution.


