
 
 
 

 
Juried LAUNCH Exhibition 2019 
Updated 3.18.19 
 
LAUNCH 2019 is a showcase of curated works from the graduating students of MICA’s MFA, MA and 
Post-Baccalaureate programs. This exhibition is proposed to coincide with MICA’s Commencement 
activities including ArtWalk, giving the Graduate Community a strong and compelling presence 
alongside the Undergraduate Exhibition, during one of the most celebratory and electrifying weekends 
on campus. LAUNCH is envisioned as an annual showcase featuring work(s) from all 16 of MICA’s 
renowned graduate programs. 
 
The LAUNCH exhibition is a model for a new and growing initiative advanced collaboratively by the 
Offices of Graduate Studies, Career Development, and Integrated Learning. Our goal is to provide 
experiences that accelerate and extend students’ success in their lives as artists, designers, 
illustrators, filmmakers, curators, and teachers. 
 
We envision LAUNCH as an annual showcase featuring work(s) from 16 of MICA’s renowned 
graduate programs. The exhibition will be held in ICA Baltimore, 16 W. North Avenue, Baltimore, MD 
21201 from May 15 – 29th and include public presentations and a limited run LAUNCH Exhibition 
2019 Catalog with documentation of the LAUNCH installation as well as artist work and contributions 
from participating artists and the 2019 curators. 
 
Finally, in order to fully model a LAUNCH experience for students, one that accelerates and extends 
students’ success, we are excited to offer a select number of participating MFA artists the 
opportunity to showcase work at the inaugural edition of The MFA Fair, November 14-17, 2019 at 
Lower Manhattan’s Pier 36. Working in partnership with leading universities and an advisory 
committee of industry experts, The MFA Fair will showcase exceptional work by recent MFA 
graduates. Held during New York City’s fall contemporary art auctions. Curators will invite a select 
number of MFA students from the Launch Exhibition to include in the MICA booth at The MFA 
Fair in November. 
  
STUDENT ELIGIBILITY 
 
All MFA, MA and Post-Baccalaureate graduate students eligible to walk in May 2019 including Low - 
Residency (Summer) MFA and MA students. Students will apply via online slideroom application in late 
April and be notified of selection no later than the first week of May. Students are expected to be 
available for the installation and de-installation of their work unless alternative arrangements are 
made in consultation with the curators. Rental equipment as needed will also be provided for 
exhibiting students as appropriate.  
 



TIMELINE FOR APPLICATION AND PROCESS 
  

• March 19th  Online Application Opens in Slideroom 
• April 26th                             Online Application Closes 
• May 3rd                                 Artists Notified                                    
• May 13 - 14                         LAUNCH Install Dates 
• May 15 - May 29  LAUNCH On View Dates 
• May 16    LAUNCH Preview Reception 
• May 17th                               Artwalk - Gallery Open 
• May 20th                              Graduate Commencement 
• May 30 - 31                         LAUNCH DeInstall 

 
2019 LAUNCH CURATORS 
 

Ginevra Shay is an artist and curator based in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Ginevra's photography and studio practice are in many ways 
inextricable from her site-specific curatorial work; they reflect one 
another through their investment in fostering an openness of exchange 
and dismantling passive engagement. Ginevra uses photography and 
sculpture to depict poetic moments of observation and adaptation. She 
is the curator of Rose Arcade and former Artistic Director of The 
Contemporary. Ginevra is the 2019 Mollie Ruprecht Visiting Artist at the 
University of Vermont and a 2018 Maryland Individual Artist Award 
Recipient for Photography. Her solo exhibition "Stars Exalt the 
Darkening Sky" is on view at NO/ Gallery in Gent, Belgium through April 

14. She has lectured and participated in panels at the Queens Museum, the Oakland Museum, the 
American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia, the College Art Association's National Conference, 
and the Society For Photographic Education's National Conference. Her work and publications are in 
the libraries of Yale University Art Gallery, The International Center for Photography, Indie Photobook 
Library, Houston Center for Photography, and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 
 

 
Jerome Harris is a graphic designer, educator, writer, and curator from 
New Haven, CT, and currently based out of Baltimore, MD. He holds an 
MFA in Graphic Design from Yale University and a BA in Communications 
from Temple University. Harris' research into the exclusion of African-
American graphic designers has manifested as an exhibition which is 
showing at various universities and arts organizations throughout 2019. 
His graphic design practice embraces the aesthetics and methods of 
cultures on the periphery through his personal and professional work. 
Harris has most recently worked with Chobani, Yale University's Afro-

American Cultural Center, Brooklyn Academy of Music, and fine artist Brendan Fernandes.  Harris also 
shares his love of music, spinning as DJ Glen Coco, or choreographing for his dance Instagram page 
@32counts. 
 

• For more information about the exhibition, application process or eligibility, please contact Erin 
Jakowski, Associate Dean, Graduate Studies, ejakowski@mica.edu.  

 


