
Lucas Grants for Faculty Teaching & Curriculum Development
Fall 2021

Lucas Grants for Faculty Teaching & Curriculum Development are intended to fund
projects that directly contribute to the improvement of curriculum and teaching at
MICA. The Faculty Grants Committee meets to review Lucas Grants applications and
recommends a ranked slate of proposals for grant awards on the basis of the
evaluation criteria. The Fall 2021 Lucas Grants for Faculty Teaching & Curriculum
Development grant program received 6 applications, all of which were able to be
supported. The following proposals have received funding.

Trauma Informed Teaching in a Time of Transformation
Hannah L Brancato
Community Arts MFA | First Year Experience (FYE) | Graduate Studies

Since Fall 2020–in partnership with the Center for Teaching Innovation and
Exchange–Hannah L Brancato has been organizing workshops about understanding
Trauma Informed Teaching with the collective trauma of the pandemic in mind. The
goal is to find methods that carry forward the lessons we learned during the pandemic
into the in-person teaching environment. With Lucas Grant funds, Brancato will build
on her research about Trauma Informed Teaching in Higher Education by pursuing a
certificate in this subject. This project was awarded $1,500.00 in funds.

GIRIH: An Infinitely Puzzling Pattern Challenge
Jenna Frye
First Year Experience (FYE)

Jenna Frye has been selected to present at the fifth conference on the Mathematics of
Various entertaining Subjects (MOVES) conference in New York City. The conference
will feature current research in recreational mathematics as well as a wide variety of
family-accessible mathematical activities and events. Her presentation, "GIRIH: An
Infinitely Puzzling Pattern Challenge" highlights research and puzzle development with
quasi-crystalline patterns and Islamic pattern design. This project was awarded
$851.00 in funds.



Thesis and Publication Course - Master of Arts Completion
Joyce Hesselberth
Illustration

Joyce Hesselberth will continue her studies in fiction writing at Johns Hopkins
University. In much of Illustration’s curriculum, students are asked to either find a
public-domain text they can adapt, or create their own story. A greater understanding
of the entire field of writing gives her more resources and techniques to bring into the
classroom–students have to understand how to tell the story not just visually, but
verbally. Giving students the support they need will result in more paths to publication
as they enter the professional world. This project was awarded $2,000.00 in funds.

Inner MBA program
Michelle La Perrière
First Year Experience (FYE)

Michelle La Perrière has enrolled in the Inner MBA program–a curriculum where inner
development is valued as much as other skills. The program emphasizes the inner work
that is essential for the necessary labor and innovation; work that needs to happen in
creative spaces and in disrupting damaging power structures. This project was
awarded $2,000.00 in funds.

Facilitating Intercultural Learning
Sukyun Lee
Graduate Liberal Arts, ELL Specialist

Sukyun Lee will participate in a 12-week intensive online course with higher education
faculty and staff from all over the world. Facilitated by Tara Harvey PhD, this course
focuses on how to integrate intercultural learning into curricula and how to better
facilitate intercultural learning in others. Focused on the development of intercultural
learning as opposed to intercultural competencies, this course allows opportunities for
each cohort to develop mentorship and support that goes beyond theories and
concepts. This project was awarded $2,000.00 in funds.



ICON11 Educator Roundtable Moderator
Whitney Sherman
Illustration Practice MFA

ICON11, the national illustration conference is a biennial event that consists of two
days of peer-reviewed papers presentations (Educator's Symposium) and workshops,
and two days of mainstage talks, panels, and presentations. On the second day of the
Educator's Symposium,  Whitney Sherman will moderate a selected panel of
symposium presenters who will address key issues that emerge from the collective
symposium presentations. Originally planned for 2020 and postponed until June
29-July 2, 2022, ICON11 Roundtable Moderator will happen on June 30, 2022. This
project was awarded $1,800.26 in funds.


