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Lucas Grants for Faculty Teaching & Curriculum Development are intended to fund 
projects that directly contribute to the improvement of curriculum and teaching at 
MICA. The Faculty Grants Committee meets to review Lucas Grant applications and 
recommends to the Provost a ranked slate of proposals for grant awards on the basis 
of the evaluation criteria. 
 
 

Lauren Frances Adams 
Painting 
 
Lauren Frances Adams is offering a new course in the Painting Department in 
Spring of 2017, Keystroke/Brushstroke . In this class, students will develop 
practical technical skills in multiple softwares and hardware to enhance and 
evolve 2D and 3D solutions to traditional painting concerns. This grant will 
support ongoing skill acquisition in CAD software for laser and CNC etching and 
cutting, as well as advanced embroidery, to share with students in the painting 
studio. Adams is also presenting at the 2016 International Sculpture Conference 
in Pittsburgh, where the Lucas funding will support development in how 
advanced technologies are being integrated into contemporary art and art 
school curriculum. This project received $862 in funding.  
 
 
Ian Bourland 
Art History | Theory and Criticism | Photography 
 
This grant funds the full-time instructor of AH332 (History of Photography) to 
travel to two major conferences in New York in order to expand and update the 
curriculum to better reflect the diversity of global photographic theory and 
practice in the context of a course required for all photography majors. This 
project received $544 in funding.  
 
 
 
 



Ryan Hoover 
Interdisciplinary Sculpture 
 
Building on the success of the pilot class of Biofabrication  last year, Ryan 
Hoover will develop a focus on biomaterials in this course. He continues his 
research in this field with projects at MICA and at the Baltimore Under Ground 
Science Space. He will attend the Biofabricate conference in NYC. There, 
students from last year’s Biofabrication  course will present their biomaterials 
project from the class, and Hoover will be involved in workshops. Additionally, 
he will attend the Being Material conference at MIT to track recent 
developments at the intersection of the digital, biological, and material. This 
project received $2,000 in funding.  
 
 
Nate Larson 
Photography 
 
Nate Larson attended the Adobe Digital Imaging Education Summit in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico for a weeklong workshop with Adobe's education team designed 
to help introduce the latest changes in software technology and aid in teaching 
Adobe’s digital imaging products to MICA students. The Summit took place 
from July 24-30, 2016. This project received $827 in funding.  
 
 
Katie O'Meara 
Architectural Design | Art History | Foundation 
 
Katie O'Meara and Joseph Basile are presenting their collaborative teaching 
work in archaeology field methods at the CAA conference in February 2017. 
Grounded in their love of field archaeology, this course creates opportunities for 
MICA students to leverage their drawing and modeling skills into sophisticated 
tools for artifact and site documentation of fragile remains. Students serve an 
essential role in the field and many have segued from this course into 
professional roles in archaeology. Three of last year's students will share their 
summer experiences working for the Bureau of Land Management's head 
archaeologist and the work they are co-authoring regarding their methods. This 
project received $2,000 in funding.  
 
 
Janet Olney 
General Fine Arts 
 
With the support of the Lucas grant, Janet will attend the Digital Fabrication 
Residency (DFR) to conduct research and develop a course called “Hands-on 
Ideation”. The course will explore the fusion of digital technologies with 



traditional methods of art making. At the DFR, Janet will expand her knowledge 
of innovative applications of digital fabrication such as laser cutting, CNC 
routing, 3D printing and digital embroidery as modes of ideation and making. 
She will focus on generating course projects that engage students in integrated 
cycles of output and feedback moving beyond a linear path of making. This 
project received $675 in funding.  
 
 
John Peacock 
Rinehart School of Sculpture (MFA) 
 
At New School's Sept. 21-22 Designs on eLearning Conference, Director of 
Instructional Technology Pam Stefanuca and Professor John Peacock 
presented papers about the hybrid online Native American Studies course that 
John team-taught in fall 2015 with a tribal elder at the Cankdeska Cikana (Little 
Hoop) Community College of North Dakota's Spirit Lake Dakota Nation. 
 
John’s paper “Cross-Cultural Anxiety in the Hybrid Classroom” was about the 
pedagogical challenges of teaching this course. Pam’s paper addressed the 
technical challenges, which she and her staff worked tirelessly on, attending 
every class of the semester. 
 
This project received $1,099.84 in funding. 
  
 
Raél Jero Salley 
Art History | Theory and Criticism 
 
Raél’s application is for two activities directly related to curriculum, diversity, 
and teaching development: 1) Attendance and involvement at the College Art 
Association’s Annual Conference. Salley serves on this International 
Association’s Diversity Committee, which convenes and hosts a panel during 
the conference. 2) Attendance and participation in Art Search Symposium 
(University of the Witswatersrand, ZA). Both endeavors directly impact 
curriculum development and in-classroom teaching while advancing MICA’s 
movements toward diversity, equity, inclusion and globalization.This project 
received $2,000 in funding.  
 
 
Sarah-Neel Smith 
Art History 
 
Sarah-Neel Smith applied for a Lucas Grant to develop three class sessions for 
her seminar Visual Culture of 9/11 , which takes a media-based approach to 
analyzing the events of September 2001 by focusing on a different strain of 

http://www.designsonelearning.net/themes/
http://www.designsonelearning.net/sessions/cross-cultural-anxiety-and-the-hybrid/#cross-cultural-anxiety-and-the-hybrid


visual culture each week, including newspaper photography, sculpture, 
architecture, TV shows, contemporary art exhibitions, and graphic novels. The 
resulting lecture on “The Monument: World Trade Center, 1972” will introduce 
students to the original building designed by Minoru Yamasaki in 1972 through 
materials from the New York Public Library’s James Glanz Research Files, while 
the lectures “The Memorial: Reflecting Absence, 2004” and “The Museum, 
2011” use ethnographic research to teach students about the two structures 
currently at the former WTC site: Michael Arad’s cubic, black marble void 
incorporating running water and victims’ names, and an underground museum 
designed by Davis Brody Bond. This project received $842 in funding.  
 
 
Renee van der Stelt 
Studio Art (Summer Low-Residency MFA) 
 
Renee van der Stelt will attend the course "Dialogue Education Online" from 
March 9-April 27, 2017. She seeks to build on previous workshops taken in 
2014 with Global Learning Partners which focus on Dialogue Education methods 
of engagement. For this particular course, "Dialogue Education Online,"  Renee 
seeks to learn more effective online methods of engagement to enhance 
communication with low-residency MFA in Studio Art students.  Mentoring 
students from a distance includes online methods of engagement; this is vital for 
deep learning and change in visual practice. Renee requested funds for this 
online course to improve new technical communication skills, while also 
implementing methods for dialogue learning with graduates from locations at 
home and abroad. What online strategies might be learned to encourage more 
effective discussions for MICA graduates? Strategies of respect that challenge 
graduates to move toward deeper learning in an online atmosphere of support 
and trust. This project received $1,540 in funding. 
 
 
 
 

 


