
 

Lucas Grants for Faculty Teaching & Curriculum Development  
Spring 2020 
 
Lucas Grants for Faculty Teaching & Curriculum Development are intended to fund 
projects that directly contribute to the improvement of curriculum and teaching at 
MICA. The Faculty Grants Committee meets to review Lucas Grants applications and 
recommends to the Provost a ranked slate of proposals for grant awards on the basis 
of the evaluation criteria. The Spring 2020 Lucas Grants for Faculty Teaching & 
Curriculum Development grant program received 12 applications, of which 7 were able 
to be supported. The following proposals have received funding. 
 
 
32nd Society for Animation Studies Conference Panel  
Laurence Arcadias 
Animation 
  
The 32nd Society for Animation Studies Conference, Animate Energies, will host a 
panel presentation called Astro-Animation, an Astronomy Experience in an Animation 
Classroom with six MICA instructors and students. This panel investigates the 
pedagogy, benefits, and outcomes of the Astro-animation class taught at MICA. The 
students will discuss how it impacts their artistic practice outside of the class and the 
alumni will explain how it has benefited their career paths. Information about a National 
Science Foundation grant proposal to extend this class to an informal learning program 
will be discussed. This project aims to bring STEM learning to diverse audiences and 
community partners in Baltimore. This project was awarded $2,000.00 in funds. 
 
CELTA (Certificate in English Language Teaching to Adults) 
Hayelin Choi 
Graphic Design 
  
With the support of the grant fund, Hayelin Choi will apply for a Certificate in English 
Language Teaching to Adults (CELTA), an initial teacher training qualification for 
teaching ELL students. This certification will not only further strengthen her teaching 
skills, but also support her in updating International Student 101–a video that she 
created when she was a grad student at MICA–featuring pedagogical strategies for 
serving the growing international student population and how to create an inclusive 

 



 

learning environment to better assist the MICA community. This project was awarded 
$2,000.00 in funds. 
 
The Words in the Picture 
Kimberly Ellen Hall 
Illustration | Illustration Practice MFA 
  
Faculty Kimberly Hall will attend a weeklong workshop with award-winning comic artist 
Lynda Barry in order to advance her teaching abilities in writing for image-based work. 
Barry is well known for her approach to teaching, from books such as Syllabus, and the 
class is intended to explore a variety of ways to begin and sustain a writing practice. 
Hall teaches the undergrad class “Narrative: Words & Pictures”, as well as serves as 
first-year faculty in the Illustration Practice MFA program. Her own book, American 
Food: A Not-So-Serious History was a collaboration with food writer Rachel Wharton 
and was published in Fall 2019. This project was awarded $1,460.40 in funds. 
 
Fiction Writing Workshop | Curriculum Development 
Joyce Hesselberth 
Illustration 
  
In order to enrich her Book Illustration class and other classes where writing and 
illustrating intersect, Joyce Hesselberth has enrolled in a Fiction Workshop at Johns 
Hopkins University. This graduate-level course is taught by William Black, an author 
whose fiction work has been published in Hotel Amerika, Denver Quarterly, Chicago 
Review, Agni, Crab Orchard Review, and Artful Dodge, among other publications. 
Hesselberth submitted two novel portions to be workshopped and also participated in 
detailed critiques of other students’ writing. This project was awarded $2,000.00 in 
funds. 
 
Ethics in Biodesign | Curriculum Development 
Ryan Hoover 
Interdisciplinary Sculpture 
  
Ryan Hoover will interview leading scientists, artists, designers, theorists, and 
educators in the emerging field of biodesign to identify: 1) ethical principles that drive 
this work, 2) decision-making processes that put shared values into action, 3) 
lab/studio design that empowers all collaborators, and 4) practices that foster trusting 
and impactful teams. The results of the interviews will be compiled and learning 
resources will be developed for current and future practitioners. This work will 



 

contribute to the continued development of the biofabrication curriculum at MICA and 
be distributed through an international working group through a partnership with the 
Biodesign Challenge. This project was awarded $2,000.00 in funds. 
 
Teaching Everyday Fashion:  Using Primary Sources in the Classroom 
Victoria Rose Pass 
Art History, Theory, and Criticism 
  
Victoria Pass presented, “Teaching Everyday Fashion: Using Primary Sources in the 
Classroom,” at the fashion symposium American Everyday at Columbia College, which 
occurred in tandem with CAA in Chicago. She presented her methods for using 
primary sources to encourage students to dig into questions of identity and 
signification.  This enables an understanding of fashion as a part of everyday lived 
experience, historically. Pass shared approaches to using documents within small 
group discussions and staging in-class debates as ways of empowering students to 
teach one another and to build research skills. She shared how these approaches let 
students discover the stories of people who have traditionally been excluded from 
fashion history. This project was awarded $1,428.56 in funds. 
 
Seminar Applying the New Paradigm to Constructivist Intercultural Training 
Sukyun Lee Weaver 
Graduate Liberal Arts | ELL 
  
Sukyun Weaver advanced her professional development in intercultural training by 
participating in “Seminar Applying the New Paradigm to Constructivist Intercultural 
Training” led by pioneer of intercultural research Dr. Milton J. Bennett. Bennett 
developed the internationally known Developmental Model of Intercultural Sensitivity 
(DMIS) assessment measure and founded the Intercultural Development Research 
Institute. This course reviewed intercultural training in historical and diverse contexts 
and examined underlying assumptions in knowledge paradigms. Particular attention 
was given to the constructivist developmental approach. This project was awarded 
$1,304.50 in funds. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


