
 
Marcella Brenner Grants for Faculty Development & Research and the 
Stanley Rosen Faculty Development Endowment 
Fall 2020 
  
Marcella Brenner Grants for Faculty Development and Research funds projects that 
contribute to the faculty member's professional, artistic, or scholarly research and 
development. The Faculty Grants Committee meets to review Marcella Brenner Grants 
applications and recommends to the Provost a ranked slate of proposals for grant 
awards on the basis of the evaluation criteria. The Fall 2020 Brenner Grants for Faculty 
Development and Research grant program received 17 applications, of which 10 were 
able to be supported. The following proposals have received funding. 

 
They Everywhere and Still 
Stephanie Barber 
Mount Royal School of Art 
  
Stephanie Barber is working on a small book of image and text fragments. They 
Everywhere and Still is simultaneously a collection of photographs and a book of 
poetry. These fragmented poems are physically cut into images from a 1965 catalog of 
miniature replications of arts and crafts from around the globe and from varied times. 
  
The result will be a 30 page digitally printed treatise on the human species’ impulse to 
create art and their desire to archive, transform, and revisit these cultural artifacts. 
While contemplating human impulses, Barber is also contemplating–as she always 
is–the mortality of our days and the longevity of our creations. This project was 
awarded $1,800.00 in funds. 
 
 
Photographing the Colorado River Basin (Arizona Segments) 
Alexander Heilner 
Photography 
  
Alexander Heilner will be photographing sections of the Colorado River in Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, and California–including Lake Powell, Glenn Canyon, Lake Meade, and 
Lake Havasu City. He is engaged in a long-term project documenting the Colorado’s 
use for agriculture, industry, and municipal consumption. Increased demands on the 
river–coupled with drought-induced by global warming–have led to a looming 

 



 

environmental crisis as the entire annual flow of the Colorado River Basin is now 
over-allocated, and the river is literally running dry. 
  
Alex will be photographing from the air via drones and hired planes, along with 
land-based explorations of the mines, farms, and communities most directly affecting 
the water’s use. This project was awarded $1,956.80 in funds. 
 
 
Fiction Workshop | Fin & Oma 
Joyce Hesselberth 
Illustration 
  
In order to continue writing her novel, Joyce Hesselberth participated in a fiction 
workshop graduate-level course at Johns Hopkins University. Her novel, Fin & Oma, 
examines the relationship between a 10-year-old boy and his eccentric story-telling 
grandmother. The story explores familial links through the passing of myths from one 
generation to another. The workshop provided guidance and critique of six chapters. 
Hesselberth plans to incorporate both writing and illustrations as she continues this 
project. This project was awarded $2,000.00 in funds. 
 
 
SECAC Conference Panel 2020 
Sonja Kelley 
Art History, Theory, and Criticism 
  
Sonja Kelley will chair a panel at the 2020 SECAC Conference, "The Impact of Visual 
Art on Civil Rights Movements in the International Context." The papers will examine 
the role of images in transnational/transcultural communication about civil rights 
movements, covering activities in the US, the Caribbean, Africa, and Asia. She will also 
present a paper, "A Chinese View of a Revolutionary World: Jiang Mi’s Prints and Black 
Civil Rights in the Cold War," which explores how one artist's images of the Civil Rights 
Movement in the US, as well as Africans fighting colonial powers in Africa, can be 
understood in the context of China's efforts to establish itself as a multiethnic state and 
a global power center distinct from the US and the USSR. This project was awarded 
$205.00 in funds. 
 
 
   



 

Centroid Towns: Mapping Chestertown 
Nate Larson 
Photography 
  
Centroid Towns is a long-term documentary project using photography, oral history 
interviews, and local archive research to study the twenty-five cities that have been the 
mean center of population of the United States. The project puts a face to statistical 
data, chronicling these towns and their inhabitants to illuminate the ongoing social and 
political transformation of America. 
  
With this Brenner grant, Nate received support for aerial drone photography of 
Centroid Town Chestertown, Maryland, allowing him to continue working on the 
project with responsible social distancing measures. The resulting work will be 
exhibited in a solo exhibition in the Salisbury University Art Galleries in 2021. This 
project was awarded $2,000.00 in funds. 
 
 
Recreating Spatial Experiences of the Ancestral Puebloans in the CANM 
Landscape 
Katie O'Meara 
Architectural Design | First Year Experience (FYE) 
  
This project will recreate the spatial experiences of the Ancestral Puebloan III 
communities in what is now the Canyons of the Ancients National Monument, using 
integrated 3D mapping, drone technology, and hand drawing. This project is the latest 
advance in the ongoing collaboration between MICA, the Anasazi Heritage Center 
Museum (Dolores, CO), 26 Native American tribal communities, a team of Bureau of 
Land Management archaeologists, and a Polish team of archaeologists led by 
Radeslaw Palonka. This work will focus on the intended experience of key canyon-rim 
sites described in the team’s article,  “Ancestral Pueblo Settlement Structure and 
Sacred Landscape at Castle Rock Community” recently published in the journal 
Antiquity. This project was awarded $1,750.00 in funds. 
 
 
   



 

Where are you from? 
Adriane Pereira 
Teaching (MAT) 
  
Adriane Pereira will use Brenner funds to purchase equipment and materials to further 
merge her artistic practice and research.  In various contexts, she is often asked, 
“Where are you from?” She responds to the inquiry in this project through a series of 
garments borrowing motifs and practices from Europe, the Caribbean, and South 
America. The work serves as an example for pre-service teachers in translating their 
own practice into meaningful units for young learners. This project was awarded 
$2,000.00 in funds. 
 
 
Live Video Synthesis & Performance 
Jason Sloan 
Interactive Arts | Sound Art 
  
Over the past year, Jason Sloan has begun to build a small modular video synthesizer 
that is capable of generating a variety of visuals without any camera input through the 
use of internal video pattern generators. It can also enhance or distort live-camera or 
prerecorded video imagery fed through the system. Sloan uses this equipment during 
his live concerts to project imagery, created in realtime, behind his stage set up. This 
project was awarded $1,198.00 in funds. 
 
 
Images & Copyrights for Forthcoming Book 
Sarah-Neel Smith 
Art History, Theory, and Criticism 
  
Sarah-Neel Smith received a Brenner Grant to defray the costs of acquiring hi-res 
images and copyrights for her book Metrics of Modernity: Art and Development in 
Postwar Turkey, forthcoming with University of California Press in 2022. This project 
was awarded $2,000.00 in funds. 
 
 
   



 

Take Nothing but Pictures, Kill Nothing but Time, Leave Nothing but Footprints 
Antoinette M Suiter 
First Year Experience (FYE) | Interdisciplinary Sculpture 
  
Inspired by scanned files of asteroids and other objects of space geology that NASA 
makes free to the public for 3D printing, Antoinette is applying this methodology to the 
physical and historical exploration of Lost World Caverns in West Virginia. Taking 
hundreds of photos on site, she uses a variant of photogrammetry in which 
two-dimensional data is used to extract three-dimensional measurements. This 
process generates digital 3D renderings of the speleothems (cave formations) in her 
photographs. The 3D renderings are then simplified and “unfolded” in CAD software to 
make the sewing patterns used for carpet sculptures. This project was awarded 
$2,000.00 in funds. 
 


