
 
 
Marcella Brenner Grants for Faculty Development and Research 
Fall 2018 
  
Marcella Brenner Grants for Faculty Development and Research fund projects that                     
contribute to the faculty member's professional, artistic, or scholarly research and                     
development. The Faculty Grants Committee meets to review Marcella Brenner Grants                     
applications and recommends to the Provost a ranked slate of proposals for grant                         
awards on the basis of the evaluation criteria. The following proposals have been                         
awarded funding. 

 
Gego: Weaving the Space In-Between 
Monica Amor 
Art History, Theory and Criticism 
  
Monica Amor’s research project concerns the work of Gego (Gertrud 
Goldschmidt, 1912–1994), who arrived in Caracas in 1939 and became a 
prominent local artist in the sixties. In recent years her work has transcended 
this local context, and she has emerged as a key contributor to the art of the 
period. Her radical recasting of the modern sculptural project, as it was received 
in her adopted country, via a productive engagement with architecture, crafts, 
and design pedagogy, throws new light on the dissolution of boundaries that 
traditional mediums such as painting, drawing, and sculpture underwent 
internationally during this active period of experimentation. Monica Amor’s study 
intends to develop a monographic approach to Gego's work, while exploring the 
unique texture of avant-garde culture in a developing urban metropolis such as 
Caracas. The latter produced distinctive cultural models shaped by the 
transnational dialogue between Europe and the Americas that Gego exemplifies. 
This project received $1,700.00 in funding. 
 
 
Dreamer's House 
Regina DeLuise 
Photography 
  
In her new work, Regina DeLuise considers a nuanced space, one grounded in 
the nature of home as refuge. The images incline inward–towards 
sanctuary–one’s second skin or a place so close it's not seen or felt. The works 

 



 

describe a sentience, the passage of time, and a universal sense of what each 
of us craves. Haunted, mundane, elegant, or in disarray, the metaphor of home 
provides a singular order. Dreamer’s House is an exploration of the richness of 
symbol; how our personal narrative and the literal material of our lives coalesce 
into a life. She will apply grant funds towards the framing of works for a solo 
exhibition. This project received $2,000.00 in funding. 
 
 
Casa Tomada: the Unhomely Biennial at SITE Santa Fe 
Jennie Hirsh 
Art History, Theory and Criticism 
  
Jennie Hirsh received Brenner grant funds to support a recent trip to Santa Fe, 
NM, in order to review the current biennial exhibition for the November issue of 
The Brooklyn Rail. Titled Casa Tomada, this very timely, politically sharp show 
constitutes the third iteration in SITELINES, the biennial series established in 
2014 to focus on the north-south axis that runs through North, Central, and 
South America. This is her first assignment from The Brooklyn Rail, and so it was 
especially critical that she accept it as she continues to develop and expand her 
practice as an art critic. This project received $621.00 in funding.  
 
 
Salt of the Earth 
LaToya M. Hobbs 
First Year Experience 
  
LaToya M. Hobbs was invited to mount a solo exhibition of new and existing 
works from a developing series titled Salt of the Earth at the Community Folk Art 
Center at Syracuse University, Sept 18-Nov 3, 2018.  This series examines the 
notion of the “modern matriarch” and the role of Black Women as preservers of 
their families, communities, and culture.  Additionally, the research for this series 
brings into question self-preservation through acts of self-care. Hobbs will travel 
to Syracuse University to deliver an artist talk detailing her creative process and 
the themes embedded in her work expressed through portraiture. This project 
received $1,991.64 in funding. 
 
 
   



 

Artist lecture and workshop at the Université de Montpellier 
Aya Kakeda 
Illustration 
  
Aya Kakeda received funding to participate in a ten-day residency at the 
Université de Montpellier (France) in Spring 2019. Following a successful 
collaboration with the university, in which Ms. Kakeda designed and illustrated 
their 2018/2019 academic year poster and catalog, she has been extended an 
invitation to be a visiting artist and lecturer. During her residency, Ms. Kakeda 
will lecture on art, host an illustration workshop for students and university staff, 
and, working closely with an expert Parisian printer, will create a new risograph 
print. This project received $2,000.00 in funding. 
 
 
CREA+E: Subterranean Movement Building for Art Educational Equity 
Vanessa Lopez  
Teaching (MAT) 
  
What does it mean, in this historical moment, to advance equity and justice in 
education as a form of movement building? Vanessa Lopez will present on a 
panel entitled CREA+E (Coalition on Racial Equity in the Arts + Education): 
Subterranean Movement Building for Art Educational Equity. As part of the 8th 
International Conference on Education & Social Justice: Movement Building for 
Equity and Justice, the panel will explore theoretical frameworks and conceptual 
tools that guide their own interrogations of race and racism in art education and 
the implications for using them to question and denormalize white hegemony. 
This project received $2,000.00 in funding. 
 
 
Return to Berneray 
Allen Moore 
Film and Video 
  
Over 38 years ago Allen Moore completed a documentary film about the daily 
life of a traditional shepherding community in the Outer Hebrides of Scotland. 
During his sabbatical year in 2016, he traveled back to this island to document 
the changes this community has experienced, now in the 21st century.  In the 
spring of 2018, a central character in the documentary, a cattle farmer named 
Hector MacLeod, was mauled to death by his prized bull.  Allen is planning to 



 

return to the island to document the aftermath of this tragedy and its effect on 
the island community. This project received $1,980.00 in funding. 
 
 
The Persistence of Shape 
Janet A. Olney 
First Year Experience | General Fine Arts 
  
Janet Olney is mounting an exhibition titled The Persistence of Shape at the 
University of Oklahoma’s Lightwell Gallery in September 2019. The show 
focuses on an immersive viewer experience in which her painted world expands 
beyond the picture plane. Sculptural shapes derived from her paintings interact 
with translucent screens and painted surfaces to create moments of spatial 
expansion and compression throughout the gallery. The installation shifts the 
viewer’s awareness of surface, transparency, and space. In this work, Olney 
presents other spatial narratives and questions the perception of truth and 
reality. This project received $1,945.00 in funding. 
 
 
Outlook-Insight: Windows in the Arts 
Lynn Silverman 
Photography 
  
Lynn Silverman applied for Brenner funds in support of the upcoming exhibition 
Outlook-Insight: Windows in the Arts at the Museum Sinclair-Haus in Bad 
Homburg, Germany. She will receive support for framing costs. The following 
excerpt is from the press release for the upcoming exhibition: 
  

Ever since mankind started sheltering from nature in buildings, windows 
occupy an important role in our visual perception of the world. 
Contemporary art approaches this opening from within and without, 
exploring boundaries and permeability. The views in both directions, 
which window panes may interrupt by reflections, are the subject of the 
exhibition, as is light itself, with its capability of permeating the glass 
barrier. The reality of the nature we behold "on the other side" is also 
questioned. The window becomes a field of artistic experimentation in 
which relations between inside and outside, reality and illusion are tested. 
 



 

The show will include contemporary films, photographs, installations, paintings, 
drawings and silhouettes. This project received $267.46 in funding. 
 

 
A Modern Death: Transformation in Chinese-speaking Asia 
Ruth E. Toulson 
Humanistic Studies 
  
In recent decades, the blistering pace of China’s economic and social reform 
has transformed not only how life is lived but how death is marked. Drawing on 
extensive fieldwork, Ruth E. Toulson will explore these issues in a paper she will 
present at the American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting (San Jose, 
CA). The conference panel of which her paper is a part, A Modern Death: 
Transformation in Chinese-speaking Asia, brings together anthropologists from 
the US, Australia, Hong Kong, and Mainland China. They will probe how funerals 
have been transformed into sites of acute personal, social and political 
contestation. This project received $1,839.00 in funding. 


