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Be Still is a collection of photographs of my own and of my family’s
archive. This book is a reflection of memories that myself and other
family members have collected about my grandparents.
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I'm not sure if | believe in the
afterlife,

but for you, | hope there
Is one




This is their house.

It's been around for over a hundred years. It's one of the two houses |
grew up in. Now that they’re gone, the house has changed a lot.

At its heart, it’s still their house and | will always remember the itchy carpet
in the living room, and the cigarette smell on the porch, Darby’s hair
everywhere, and looking out of Mom-Mom’s bedside window at the small
farm next door.
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This is my Mom-Mom: she was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis before | was
born. MS left her bedridden until she passed. She couldn't leave the house
so my memory of her is tied to the house. | loved to brush her hair with a
weird handled brush she had. | always had some question to ask about the
medical equipment that was around her.
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Tractor rides were always my favorite, no matter what season. My favorite tractor
was the big red one, it made a tremendous sputter when it started and was so
noisy that we had to shout to talk. It was fun when Pop would take all of the
family on a tractor wagon ride, towing everyone except me. | was the special one
to sit on Pop’s lap.




Bob & Mary Ellen

When | think of Bob and Mary Ellen Reichert,
| think of how every marriage should be.
Mary Ellen for as long as | knew her, needing
assistance due to her MS. Mr. Bob did
everything to make sure she was at every
event and never once did | hear a complaint
or even a grumble. He wanted her to be a
part of everything and to live as normal of a
life as possible.

When not with Mary Ellen, he could be found
with his friend, Chuck at the 7-11 getting a
coffee. Whenever you ran into him, you felt
like that seeing you was a highlight of his
day; everybody was special.

| miss talking about life and politics with him.
| miss hanging out with both of them in the
farmhouse kitchen.

George and Teresa
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Pop:

when you're pop was dating mom mom and
he got the mustang he would take me into
Baltimore and we would ride around with top
down and spent many hours riding and
talking about life. We also go to friendship
airport when they had an observation pad to
watch the airplanes.

When pop was suffering from the cancer
Mary Ellen and | would go for a ride on
Saturday to get him out and he turned us on
to Pringle Creamery for ice cream. We
enjoyed many rides and loved being with
him.

When Pop was near the end we were talking
about when he was gone that i needed a
sign that he was in heaven with the entire
family to send me dimes so i knew he was
with us down here. | have received many
dimes as have Mary Ellen.



Here is mom moms:

One of my many memories of my sister are when she started working at her first
job downtown and everyday wore spike heals to take the bus. | was amazed she
ould do that. Also my sister spoke very little and i was always talking. Couldn't
get use to silence.

She loved to dance and often went dancing with Bob, Chuck and Char. They were
so fun to watch.

When she was attacked by the MS it was so devastating that she would not be
able to dance again.

My sister was very independent and to see the toll on her life.

My sister was a friend as well as sister. She helped me immensely throughout my
life.

About a month ago Mary Ellen stopped at a grocery store on her way from work
after saying to my sister to say she needed a sign that she was with her. After
coming out of the store she got to her car and when she got closer she heard a
kitten crying. another person helped her to get the kitten out and she crawled
into her coat. Well we still have her with us.

| miss her every day......






| don’t have any memories of mom-mom when she could do any
activity. | remember her when she was gifted a bird, Bob. From her bed
she would call to him, “Bobby!”, and he would happily chirp. | would
excitedly bring Bob into the bedroom on my finger and visit with her
and tell her about the day | had.




| remember going on a Searchlight trip once, | was probably
about 6. Seeing the towers of light going up into the clouds
was magical. That night | also got ice cream, which made it even

better.
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Pop had been diagnosed with cancer when | was in seventh or eighth grade
and he fought hard. After Pop died, I learned that all he would talk about at
his chemo treatments were me and Mom-Mom. He really loved us. | really
didnt realize it at the time.




| always wonder what my life would be like if they were still here.
How would they feel about my career choice? | know they would
love me

Yet | still have doubts in my mind.
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