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Summer Workshops
Travel Expenses Assistance Request

Haystack Mountain School of Craft, Deer Isle, Maine

I have applied to two prestigious summer workshops and have been
accepted into both. On top of acceptance into these programs I have also received
generous scholarships for my room, board and most of my tuition fees. The
financial assistance I am requesting is for my travel expenses.
Both workshops that I will be attending are back-to-back, and span the
entire month of July. The first workshop is at the Penland School of Craft in North
Carolina, and the second is the Haystack Mountain School of Crafts in Maine. At
Penland I will be enrolled in a two-week glass blowing intensive. At the
conclusion of my time at Penland I head off to Haystack, where I will be enrolled
in another two-week program focused on furniture design.
One of the top priorities for my time in Graduate school is to broaden the
scope of my work both conceptually and technically. My current work revolves
around the physical properties of metal and its social and political implications.
Using metal casting and metal fabrication I am finishing a body of work that takes
amiably designed corporate imagery and plays with its conceptual transformation
when cast into iron objects. The first piece in this series that I completed last
semester is entitled The Iron Fist of Mickey. I applied to both of these programs
because they involve media and conceptual approaches that I have always had
interest in but never the opportunity to explore.
My exploration of sculpture has given me familiarity with a variety of
technical processes and materials such as metals, plastics, ceramics and wood.
Glass to me is the next frontier of possibility. The brittle and transparent
characteristics of glass pose a striking contrast to the malleability and density of
the metals that mostly characterize my current work. It is in the combining and
contrasting of these two mediums that I will explore new conceptual possibilities.
In a similar way furniture design will provide me with a new ways to
approach object making. As a secret passion of mine for quite some time, furniture
design will make functionality a much more prominent factor as opposed to my
mostly conceptual approach. I find tremendous value and personal growth
potential in learning and practicing ideas that are outside of comfort set of skills.
From these two workshops I have two objectives. The first is to produce
work that will represent new directions for my portfolio and career. The second is
to take full advantage of networking possibilities by engaging with visiting art
instructors and students. From these two programs I will acquire both experience
in a new medium and produce new work that will combine metal with glass giving
me an opening wedge of opportunity to advance forward into broader fields for
my art career.

Budget:
I realize that my travel expenses exceed the maximum grant amount, however I
have taken on part-time summer employment to offset the remainder of my expenses.
Airfare expense:
BWI to Charlotte Airport 7/3/15…
Charlotte Airport to Bangor Airport 7/18/15…
Bangor Airport to Dulles Airport 7/431/15…

$152.10
$416.00
$178.10

Total Travel Expense

$746.20

Requested grant amount:

$500.00

Supporting documents:

