
Updated 8.5.21

Welcome Graduate Students to MICA! Join us for a series of on-campus and virtual Orientation events
the week of August 23rd - 29th leading up to the first day of classes.

● Required orientation activities are highlighted below in green.
● Activities required of specific graduate programs or international students are highlighted in

yellow.
● All other activities are optional opportunities to share and network with staff, faculty, students,

alumni and community partners that collectively enhance and inform the graduate experience at
MICA.

Fall Graduate Orientation 2021 Schedule at a Glance
Updated 8.5.21 - Additional (optional) activities will be announced in our Fall Orientation newsletter -
check your micamail for regular updates

Monday, August 23, 2021
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm Fall Graduate Convocation 2021 Virtual / Registration Link

Tuesday, August 24, 2021
9:45 am - 10:30 am Registration Cohen Plaza (On Campus)
10:30 am - 12:00 pm Welcome and Morning Program Falvey Hall, Brown Center
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Box Lunch / MICARD Solutions Kiosk Cohen Plaza
1:00 pm - 2:15 pm Campus Tours Departs from Cohen Plaza
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm International Student VISA Workshop Lazarus Center Auditorium

Required for F1 and J1 students only
6:00pm - 7:00pm Conceiving Graduate School Virtual / Registration Link

Wednesday, August 25, 2021
9:00 am – 3:00 pm Target Shopping Shuttle Departs from Lazarus Center
9:00 am - 10:30 am Grad Research Lab Orientation Grad Lab, Lazarus 5th Floor

Teaching, MA, Community Arts, MFA, Curatorial Practice and Social Design students only
11:00am - 12:00pm International Perspectives on Grad Communities Virtual / Registration Link
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm Career Development Session Lazarus Center Auditorium
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm FLIV Woodshop Open House Lower Level, Lazarus Center

Thursday, August 26, 2021
9:00 am – 11:00 am Field Based Program Fingerprinting Lazarus Center, Rm 170

Teaching, MA, Community Arts, and Social Design students only
11:00 am - 12:00 pm Conceiving Graduate School Lazarus Tent (Parking Lot)

https://mica-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUqd-2gpj8uHNE_juj1HjvIeuWpVJ2Zqwqe
https://mica-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUpf-6rrzIoH9coV4fpKhlMfpaec-UBgC2x
https://mica-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwqfu6gqTwpHtSHk_0MRkH_TTNmJrOmTUI0


10:00 am - 1:00 pm Open Registration and Advising Hours Enrollment, Bunting Center
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm Grad Research Lab Orientation Grad Lab, Lazarus 5th Floor

Illustration Practice, Hoffberger School of Painting, and Mount Royal School of Art students only
3:00 pm - 4:30 pm Grad Research Lab Orientation Grad Lab, Lazarus 5th Floor

Graphic Design MFA, Rinehart and Illustration MA students only
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm FLIV Woodshop Open House Lower Level, Lazarus Center
6:00pm - 7:00pm International Perspectives on Grad Communities Virtual / Registration Link

Friday, August 27, 2021
10:00 am - 1:00 pm Open Registration and Advising Hours Enrollment, Bunting Center
10:00 am - 11:30 am Grad Research Lab Orientation Grad Lab, Lazarus 5th Floor

Filmmaking, Photography + Media & Society, Graphic Design MA students only
1:00 pm - 2:15 pm Graduate Teaching Intern Program Overview Lazarus Center Auditorium
3:45 pm - 5:00 pm Peer to Peer Presentations Lazarus Center Auditorium

Saturday, August 28, 2021
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm Design Basics: Applying Figma Virtual / Registration Link
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm Campus Resource Fair Cohen Plaza

Sunday, August 29, 2021
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Target Shopping Shuttle Departs from Lazarus Center
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm Design Basics: Adobe Illustrator Virtual / Registration Link
1:00 am – 3:00 pm MICA Fitness Open MICA Fitness

_____________

Orientation 2021 Canvas Course for Graduates and International Students

Explore MICA at your own pace through an online optional course in Canvas, MICA's digital learning
platform. All incoming graduate students will have access to the course, Graduate Student Orientation.
This Orientation course is designed to introduce you to MICA’s community, values, and resources through
a set of engaging videos, links and materials. Incoming international graduate students will also have
access to a second course Resources for International Students, which is required.

Instructions to Log Into Orientation through Canvas
Once you receive the invite in your MICA email from “MICA Canvas”, you can log into Canvas, using your
MICA credentials. The Graduate Orientation courses will appear on your Canvas Dashboard, or under
Courses. You can begin online courses at any time and can stop or start modules at any time.

Session Descriptions
Updated 8.5.21

Graduate Convocation
Join MICA’s President, Sammy Hoi, Vice Provost of Graduate Studies, Stacey Salazar, and Vice
President for Academic Affairs and Dean of Students, Mike Patterson for welcome remarks followed by a
LIVE virtual performance and talk-back with Baltimore social change theatre company WombWork
Productions. Convocation will introduce participants to the Virtues Project and themes of emotional
healing and creative expression as we return to normal, no matter what “normal” now is. WombWork

https://mica-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIrcuCsrj8qGtYnp-xLNxzI-uqwB4qPsJw8
https://mica-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAuduyhrzgsGt3ngBfJTVqbP7Y0Ip1hPxn-
https://mica-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUpce-hqTwiGNeqXtILRoJd2mJtTLTOvkSV
https://mica.instructure.com/


employs a collective approach that incorporates history, traditions, and a focus on elevating the best in
humanity.

Welcome Program
Welcome remarks and overview of the virtual and on-campus Orientation activities. Featured presenters
include Tiffany Holmes, Interim Vice President of Academic Affairs and Provost, and Stacey Salazar, Vice
Provost for Graduate Studies. Learn more about the incoming graduate class from Chris Harring, Director
of Graduate Admission, and resources and support services from representatives from Academic
Resources, Student Affairs, Center for Culture and Identity, and Health and Wellness. The session ends
with a quick overview of the week’s activities and box lunch.

Campus Tours
Depart from Cohen Plaza. Visits key departments, offices, and resources on campus.

Campus Resource Fair
Representatives from MICA’s Campus Resources and area vendors are available to answer questions.

Career Development
Career Development will share opportunities to refine your professional materials, network with alumni,
and research for jobs, fellowships, grants and residencies.

Conceiving Graduate School
Facilitated discussion led by LaShay Harvey, Interim Associate Dean of Student Learning and Research
Creation, graduate students will engage with ideas about being an artist-scholar in the 21st century. This
session is offered twice to include both on-campus and online formats options.

International Perspectives on Grad Communities
Led by Sukyun Lee, ELL Specialist and Faculty, students will cultivate awareness and understanding of
themselves in complex cultural contexts. In addition, students will be introduced to Graduate Studies
liberal arts courses which are recommended for English Language Learners but open to all students
seeking increased cultural competency, work in global contexts and refining communication skills.

Visa Workshop (Mandatory for all F-1 & J1 ONLY)
The Office of International Education welcomes you to MICA! At this meeting, international students learn
about student visa and immigration regulations, on and off campus employment, travel, cultural
adjustment, and other important topics. All students should bring their I-20 to this meeting.

Target Shopping Shuttle
Hop on the shopping shuttle to Target to pick up food, toiletries, household supplies, etc.

● On Wednesday - the shuttle will depart from Lazarus Center on the 10s of each hour (9:10, 10:10
etc.) starting at 9:10AM. Last shuttle pick up at 3:10PM.

● On Sunday, the shuttle will depart from Lazarus Center on the 10s and 30s of each hour (9:10,
9:30, 10:10, 10:30 etc.) starting at 10:10AM. Last shuttle pick up at 12:10PM.

Graduate Research Lab Orientation
Attending the Graduate Research Lab Orientation is essential for any student who is interested in using
the Lab’s facilities. Learn about the GRAD LAB schedule of workshops, policies + computing,



scanning,video, sound electronics and equipment. Please attend the session assigned to your graduate
program ONLY as capacity is limited.

Registration and Open Advising Hours
Seeking guidance on degree requirements and course enrollment options for the Fall Semester 2021?
Schedule an advising appointment with Ken Dippong, Director of Academic Advising at
https://calendly.com/kdippong. Graduate students are also encouraged to visit the Graduate Registration
website for resources related to course enrollment, including the graduate elective guide.

Graduate Teaching Internship
Learn about the Graduate Teaching Internship Program and the requirements to earn The Certificate in
College Teaching of Art plus everything you need to know to ensure that you are paid on time.

Peer to Peer Presentations
Hosted by Jellema Stewart, Director, Center of Culture and Identity, with returning students. This session
is a great opportunity to connect with fellow students across programs, talk about your art and learn about
other’s creative practice. Bring any visual presentation you have on a flash-drive and share for short five
minute presentations.

Design Basics Intro Workshops: Applying Figma and Adobe Illustrator
Open to MFA, MA and MPS students, this intro workshop will be recorded and is intended to familiarize
students with design basics and build skills before the first day of classes.

● Applying Figma
Learn how to design and build fully interactive prototypes with Figma. Prototypes can sell ideas to
stakeholders, gain valuable insight during research, and communicate details to engineering teams.
Figma, an industry-standard design tool, has all of the features needed to create high-fidelity prototypes
and can help streamline your design process. Interested students should register for the online workshop
here before August 20th (to guarantee placement) and apply for a free education license here. Taught by
Nitin Sampathi, Interaction Designer, whose work on the Google Shopping team, helps users learn about,
find, and buy their favorite products. Nitin previously worked in the health tech space, building digital tools
to help doctors connect with their patients.

● Adobe Illustrator
Adobe Illustrator is a powerful design tool that allows you to create engaging graphics for digital and print
applications. This beginner-friendly workshop will cover the basics of working with shapes, images, and
text. We will learn how to use tools that will enable you to create custom icons, posters, illustrations, and
social media graphics. Be sure to install Illustrator before the workshop if you want to design along with
the live demo. Taught by Celi Merchant Monroe, designer and design educator, with experience working
across a variety of industries leading the development of digital products, managing regional and national
brands, and producing digital, print, environmental, and packaging assets. She is a recent graduate from
the Graphic Design MFA program at MICA and is currently an assistant professor in the Department of
Arts at St. Cloud State University.

https://www.figma.com/education/

